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ABSTRACT

A light weight collapsible electric vehicle includes a seat, a
flexible and supportive frame connected to the seat, arear axle
connected to a rear of the frame, a front cross member con-
nected to a front of the frame, a front wheel connected to the
front cross member, a rear wheel connected to the rear axle,
the front cross member includes a pair of foot pedals which
are operably connected to a power source and drive motors
which are connected to two or more of the wheels, wherein
actuation of the foot pedals in a predetermined manner causes
rotation of one or more wheels and wherein the foot pedals
provide steering control.

30 Claims, 10 Drawing Sheets
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1
LIGHT WEIGHT ELECTRIC VEHICLE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to open chassis man operated
vehicles and, more particularly, to one that features a powered
flexible light weight chassis which folds to facilitate the
handiness in use and storage.

2. Description of the Prior Art

“Motorized carts” referred to herein embrace four-wheeled
vehicles as well as motor-driven-wheeled vehicles and elec-
tric carts. There are numerous motorized carts powered by
battery and/or gas. In the case of such motorized carts, these
typically have a structurally rigid frame, operably connected
wheels, axles, power train and steering wheel or joy stick
connected to a steering column or connection.

These carts can be equipped with a shock absorbing mem-
ber to soften the ride of such vehicles. Prior art cart designs
which add shock absorbing members added additional weight
to the cart. These vehicles are often quite heavy and not easily
transported by one individual. Moreover, these rigid carts are
not easily stored in one’s garage as they tend to take up a
significant amount of space.

One prior art discloses a motorized skate board which is
controlled by one’s feet. Steering is like a conventional skate-
board and throttle is by tipping the entire board rather than
two separate pedals as with the subject design.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An objective of this invention is to provide a light weight
collapsible electric vehicle.

Another objective is to provide a light weight collapsible
electric vehicle for improved surfaces rather than rough ter-
rain.

Still another objective is to provide an open chassis man
operated electric cart with a flexible chassis.

Another objective is to provide a light weight electric
vehicle with an x-shaped frame.

Yet another objective is to provide an electric vehicle cart
which is fully controlled by the feet of the driver.

Another objective of the invention provides a steering
wheel free and hands free vehicle.

The invention also provides both steering and braking of a
vehicle through two foot pedals.

Another objective is to provide throttle control through two
foot pedals that also provide steering.

Accordingly, one aspect of the invention is directed to light
weight electric vehicle. The light weight electric vehicle
includes a seat connected to a pair of hinged structural parts
which are in turn connected to flexible and supportive frame
which in turn operatively connects to a front cross member
and a rear axle which in turn operatively connect to front and
rear wheels respectively.

A front cross member is provided and includes a pair of
foot pedals which are operably connected to a power source
and drive motors connected to two or more of the wheels,
wherein actuation of foot pedals in a predetermined manner
causes rotation of one or more wheels. Additionally, one or
both foot pedals are operably connected to a brake mecha-
nism which is operably connected to one or more wheels for
stopping the vehicle upon actuation of such pedal in a prede-
termined manner. The foot pedals are mounted on slides that
are operatively connected to the front wheels. Sliding one
pedal forward and the other pedal back results in the front
wheels turning and steers the vehicle. Thus an operator of the
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vehicle can control movement, direction and stopping of the
vehicle solely by actuation of the pedals.

Another aspect of the vehicle is that the seat can be
removed or folded. The frame can comprise a front and back
frame section which are hingedly connected. These features
provide folding for its wheels to assume an adjacent position
and enable storage or ease of portability in another larger
vehicle, such as a car trunk.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 11is aperspective view according to the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 2 is a side view of partially folded hinged support
frame and arcuate flexible limbs according to the present
invention.

FIG. 3A is a perspective view showing attachment of limbs
to axle according to the present invention.

FIG. 3B is aperspective view showing assembly of limbs to
axle according to the present invention.

FIG. 4 is a perspective view illustrating folding of the
present invention.

FIG. 5 is a perspective view illustrating the present inven-
tion fully folded.

FIG. 6 is a downward looking view illustrating the present
invention fully folded.

FIG. 7 is a section view of the front cross member showing
degrees of freedom of foot pedals according to the present
invention.

FIG. 8 is a perspective view illustrating steering compo-
nents (with small display, brake cables and bake cable junc-
tion assembly removed) according to the present invention.

FIG. 9 is a perspective view illustrating control throttle and
braking components according to the present invention.

FIG. 10 is a perspective view of an alternate configuration
of the brake cables according to the present invention.

FIG. 11 is a perspective view of small display and steering
locking pin according to the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Referring now to the drawings, the light weight collapsible
electric vehicle is generally referred to by the numeral 10. The
light weight collapsible electric vehicle 10 includes a seat 12
and seat back 13 preferably removably connected to a seat
supportive frame 18. The front seat supportive frame 18A is
connected by a hinge to a rear seat supportive frame 18B. The
front 18 A and rear seat supportive frame 18B are connected to
a flexible and supportive arcuate frame (14A-D). The frame
14A-D includes an X-frame vehicle structure which relies on
each of four arcuate flexible limbs 14 A, 14B, 14C and 14D to
fully support a load while preferably providing 100% of the
spring rate and damping and is a unique aspect to the inven-
tion. An aspect of the vehicle 10 is that the seat 12 and seat
back 13 can be removed or folded as described hereinafter.
The arcuate limbs 14A and 14B operatively interconnect to
front cross member 16 and a front portion 18A of a seat
support frame (18 A and 18B) and arcuate limbs 14C and 14D
operatively interconnect to rear axle 20 and a back portion
18B of seat support frame 18A and 18B. Limbs 14A and 14B
extend from front portion 18A in a V-shape and limbs 14C and
14D extend from back portion 18B in a V-shape. Front portion
18A and back portion 18B can be hingedly connected and
secured using a locking pin 24, for example. This is shown in
FIG. 2. These features provides folding for its wheels 26 and
28 to assume an adjacent position and enable storage or ease
of portability in another larger vehicle, such as a car trunk.
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The front cross member 16 is operatively connected to
front wheel 26 and axle 20 is operatively connected to rear
wheel 28. The front cross member 16 includes a pair of foot
pedals 32 and 34 which are operably connected via electrical
connection to a power source 36 and drive motors 38 con-
nected to wheels 28, wherein actuation of foot pedals 32 and
34 in a predetermined manner causes rotation of one or more
wheels 28. Additionally, one or both foot pedals 32 and 34 are
operably connected to a brake mechanism 40 and 41 which is
operably connected to one or more wheels 26 for stopping the
vehicle 10 upon actuation of such pedal 32 and/or 34 in a
predetermined manner. Thus, an operator of the vehicle 10
can control movement, direction and stopping of the vehicle
10 solely by actuation of the pedals 32 and 34 as will be
described hereinafter.

The drive motors 38 can include a hub motor in each of the
rear two wheels 28 as depicted in FIG. 1. It is contemplated
that additional hub motors can also be operably connected in
the front wheels 26 as well.

The entire weight of the driver is supported by four struc-
tural members referred to above arcuate flexible limbs 14A-
D. These four limbs 14A-D provide both a spring rate and a
damping of a suspension system for the vehicle 10. The four
limbs 14A-D react all vertical and side loads. The four limbs
14A-D can be made of composite laminate materials similar
to snow skies and snow boards, for example, such as polymer
plastic and/or metal.

Each of the four limbs 14A-D can be secured to rear axle
tube 20 or the front cross member 16 through use of bolt 42
and oversized washer 44. An oversized hole can be provided
in each of the four limbs 14A-D to accommodate grommet
48, see FIG. 3. This configuration developed accommodates
angular deflections between each of the four limbs 14A-D
and the mating part resulting from applying the weight of the
driver or a rough or uneven driving surface. The invention
provides unique four limbs 14A-D forming an x-structure.
The limbs 14A-D directly react all vertical and lateral forces
on the vehicle 10 and provide the appropriate spring rate and
damping for the vehicle 10. Two limbs 14A and 14B fully
support a front cross member assembly 16 and two limbs 14C
and 14D supports a rear axle assembly 20.

The vehicle 10 folds in the middle as shown in FIGS. 4 and
5 where front seat support frame 18A and back seat support
frame 18B hingedly connect to enable storage when not in
use. The front wheels 26 nest partially among the rear wheels
28 when the vehicle 10 is fully folded. The folded vehicle 10
can be rolled around on two wheels and stored vertically
using a kick stand 50 as seen in FIG. 5. While in the folded
configuration, the vehicle 10 assumes a position no thicker
than the diameter of the rear wheels 26 to facilitate transport-
ing as well as storage. The middle folding structure of the
frame 14 A-D is designed with a high offset between the hinge
pin 25 and the mating face 19A of front seat support frame
18A and the mating face 19B of the back seat support frame
18B as illustrated in FIG. 2. The mating faces 19A and 19B
contact when the vehicle 10 is fully unfolded and prevents any
further rotation of the front seat support frame 18A and back
seat support frame 18B when the weight of the driver is
applied. The two structural parts 18A and 18B where the
limbs come together can be cast aluminum, for example.
Indexing locking pin 24 locks the vehicle 10 in an unfolded
position. The vehicle 10 will operate without the without the
locking pin 24 engaged.

FIG. 1 depicts the vehicle unfolded with seat back 13
upright and ready for driving. The locking pin 24 can be a cam
actuated indexing pin on each side of the vehicle 10 thatkeeps
the vehicle fully unfolded while in operation.
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The steering, throttle control and braking is provided solely
from two foot pedals 32 and 34. These foot pedals 32 and 34
provide a means to change the direction of the hub motors 38
providing hands free shifting from forward and reverse. Each
pedal 32 and 34 has two degrees of freedom. Each of the two
pedals 32 and 34 are attached to pedal mounts 51 and 52,
respectively that ride on a slide 54 and 56, respectively. This
permits forward and aft movement of the pedals 32 and 34
being the first degree of freedom for steering shown in FIG. 7
by the horizontal straight arrow. The pedal mounts 50 and 52
are mechanically connected by a cross arm and pin assembly
58 that rotates about a vertical axis as indicated by the curved
arrows in FIG. 8 when the pedals 32 and 34 are slid forward
oraft. The cross arm and pin assembly 58 is attached to two tie
rods 60 that connect to a steering arm 62 at each front wheel
26. Steering is provided by the driver extending one leg fur-
ther forward while retracting the other.

The connection between each pedal 32 and 34 and pedal
mount 51 and 52, respectively, is through a pin 64 shown in
FIG. 9. This allows the pedals 32 and 34 to tip back and forth
for the second degree of freedom to provide throttle control
and braking as shown by the curved arrows in FIG. 7. This
occurs when the driver advances his toe and retracting his heal
of vice versa.

The brakes 40 and 41 are actuated by two brake levers 66
one on each pedal mount 51 and 52 shown in FIG. 9 that pulls
a bicycle like cables 70 when pedal 32 or 34 is tipped back
beyond a predetermined angle. These brake cables 70 trans-
mit the displacement of the brake levers 66 or the parking
brake handle 80 to the brake cable junction assembly 37.
Additional brake cables 70 further transmit the displacement
from the assembly 37 to the brakes 40 and 41. An alternate
configuration of the brake cables 70 is shown in FIG. 10
where a cable 70 is routed directly from the right pedal mount
51 to the right brake 40 and another brake cable is routed from
the left pedal mount 52 to the left brake 41.

The throttle is controlled in a similar fashion yet by tipping
the pedals 32 and 34 forward. Each pedal 32 and 34 has a
rotational sensor 72 (either a potentiometer or a Hall sensor)
located at pin 64. This measures the angle of the displacement
of'each pedal—see FIG. 7.

The pedals 32 and 34 can be tilted at different angles from
one another as there is no mechanical linkage between the tilt
angle of the left and right pedal 32 and 34. The driver is to
keep the tilt angles of the pedals 32 and 34 roughly the same
for braking and throttle control. The only exception is for
changing from forward to reverse which is described later in
this section. The above mentioned sensors 72 are wired to a
micro controller 74 on the vehicle 10. Controller 74 continu-
ally samples the angular displacement of each pedal 32 and
34. Software in the controller 74 uses the lesser of the two
pedal 32 and 34 tipping angles to determine the throttle set-
ting for the above mentioned hub motors 38. This provides a
safety feature in that if one of the pedals 32 and 34 is unin-
tentionally tipped forward the controller 74 will not throttle
up the vehicle 10 since the other pedal is still back. Also, if
there is a fault in one of the signals from a pedal, the controller
74 will not advance the throttle beyond the setting requested
by the other pedal. There is a spring 76 on each pedal 32 and
34 that tilts the pedals 32 and 34 back to a position that
decelerates the vehicle 10 in the event the driver removes one
or both of'his feet from the pedals 32 and 34 as shown in FIGS.
9,10 and 11.

There is a small display 78 between the foot pedals includ-
ing two high intensity Light Emitting Diodes (LED’s) as
shown in FIG. 11. When the vehicle 10 is powered up and in
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forward, the top white LED 86 is illuminated. When in
reverse, the lower LED 88 flashes red.

While other methods can be envisioned, an exemplary
method to change the direction (forward-reverse) is dis-
closed, the driver tilts the pedals 32 and 34 in opposite direc-
tions cycling them back and forth three times within four
seconds. The controller 74 continuously monitors for this
type of input but only accepts the change in motor direction if
there is no rotational speed on the rear wheels 28. At that point
the logic is switched and the driver observes this through the
changing of the above mentioned LED’s. The next time both
pedals 32 and 34 are tipped forward, the vehicle 10 will be
driven in the opposite direction. FIG. 11 shows the above
mentioned small display 78 with LED’s 86 and 88 as well as
the two foot pedals 32 and 34 for controlling the steering of
the front wheels 26 as well as the braking and throttle.

By so providing, the instant invention provides various
features that are considered novel as well as of strategic value
on the marketing of the above design and future derivatives.

The invention is envisioned for a one person electric
vehicle with four wheels—see FIG. 1. However, it is contem-
plated that the invention may accommodate two people or use
of 3 wheels. The vehicle 10 folds in the middle and the front
wheels 16 and back wheels 20 nest partially within one
another for reduced storage space and to simplify handling.

A derivative vehicle design may accommodate a driver and
a passenger sitting side by side. The limb configuration, con-
trol scheme and folding may be similar to that described
above yet an additional means of collapsing is contemplated.
This would be provided by the front limbs folding together
and reducing the width and the rear limbs doing the same.
This can be done collapsing of a two person vehicle with a
single electromechanical actuator. The subject one person
vehicle does not have an electromechanical actuator yet a
spring damper can be added if warranted.

The invention is to provide a mobility aid that looks like
anything but a mobility aid and is fun to drive. The invention
provides a steering wheel free and hands free vehicle. The
steering can be locked in a straight forward orientation by the
insertion of the pin 84 into a hole in the pedal mount 52 and
also through a concentric hole in the slide 56. This prevents
any forward or aft movement of both pedal mounts 51 and 52
and locks the steering. It also prevents the tipping of one of the
pedals forward and prevents the motors 38 from being pow-
ered up even if the vehicle is on. The pin 84 includes a placard
listing a warning and a recoiling lanyard that keeps the pin
under the limb 14B while the pin is removed and the vehicle
in use. FIG. 11 shows the pin 84 locking the steering as
described above.

When folded, the maximum thickness of the vehicle (with
seat collapsed) is no greater than the diameter of the wheels.
Prior to folding, the steering is locked in a straight forward
orientation with pin 84 as described above to facilitate rolling
around on two wheels. The vehicle 10 includes handles 22 on
the right and left side of the seat 12. The handles 22 are used
for new drivers and when navigating more challenging
maneuvers. When the vehicle is folded in a collapsed con-
figuration as show in FIG. 5, the handles 22 are instrumental
for rolling the vehicle 10 around on two wheels.

Vehicle 10 has a kick stand 50 that keeps the folded vehicle
vertical for storage. The parking brake 80 can be applied or
released while the driver is sitting in the seat 12 as shown in
FIG. 1 or while the vehicle is in the folded configuration as
shown in FIG. 5. This greatly facilitates handling and storage
of'the vehicle while on two wheels. The parking brake handle
80 has a cable 70 that connects to the above mentioned brake
cable junction assembly 37. This allows actuation of the
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brakes 40 and 41 through either the foot pedals 32 and 34 or
through the parking brake handle 80.

The operation of brakes 40 and 41 can be performed
through either the above mentioned brake cables 70 or
through hydraulic brake lines now found on high end perfor-
mance bicycles. There is a locking mechanism 82A-C that
keeps the vehicle folded to facilitate handling on two wheels.
One part of this mechanism 82B is on the front half of the
vehicle as shown in FIG. 4. The mating part of the locking
mechanism 82A is on the back half of the vehicle. Parts 82A
and 82B keep the vehicle folded until the operator pulls the
release handle 82C shown in FIG. 6 to unfold the vehicle.

There is design space and connecting points for a storage
bag capable of holding two bags of groceries behind the driver
and between the rear wheels. Ideally, the power source 16 can
be a battery and provide speed of about 15 mph on a level
surface. The invention is contemplated to have an empty (no
load) weight of 95 pounds or less.

While various embodiments of the invention have been
described, it will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in the
art that many more embodiments and implementations are
possible within the scope of this invention. Accordingly, the
invention is not to be restricted except in light of the attached
claims and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A light weight electric vehicle, which includes:

a seat;

a flexible and supportive arcuate frame connected to said

seat;

a rear axle connected to a rear of said frame;

a front cross member connected to a front of said frame;

at least one front wheel connected to said front cross mem-

ber;

at least one rear wheel connected to said rear axle; and

said cross member which includes a pair of foot pedals

which are operably connected to a power source and at
least one drive motor which is connected to at least one
of said wheels, wherein actuation of said foot pedals in a
predetermined manner causes rotation of at least one of
said wheels.

2. The light weight electric vehicle of claim 1, wherein at
least one said foot pedal is operably connected to a brake
mechanism which is operably connected to at least one wheel
for stopping said vehicle upon actuation of such pedal in a
predetermined manner.

3. The light weight electric vehicle of claim 1, wherein said
seat is removably connected to said frame.

4. The light weight electric vehicle of claim 1, wherein said
seat is foldable.

5. The light weight electric vehicle of claim 1, wherein said
frame includes a front frame section and back frame section
which are hingedly connected to permit said frame to be
folded and unfolded.

6. The light weight electric vehicle of claim 1, wherein said
front frame section and said back frame section each include
a pair of limbs which connect to generally form a V-shape.

7. The light weight electric vehicle of claim 5, wherein said
front frame section and said back frame section each include
a pair of limbs which connect to generally form a V-shape.

8. The light weight electric vehicle of claim 7, when said
vehicle is unfolded said frame is generally X-shaped.

9. The light weight electric vehicle of claim 1, wherein said
frame is made of one of a composite laminate material and
tubular metal material.

10. The light weight electric vehicle of claim 6, wherein
said limbs are made of one of a composite laminate material
and tubular metal.
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11. The light weight electric vehicle of claim 1, wherein
said frame includes a pair of handles that can be used while
the vehicle is driven or while the vehicle is folded.

12. The light weight electric vehicle of claim 1, wherein
said frame includes a parking brake handle that can be
accessed while the driver is sitting in said vehicle and while
said vehicle is folded.

13. The light weight electric vehicle of claim 1, wherein
said frame includes a kickstand.

14. The light weight electric vehicle of claim 1, wherein
said drive motor independently drives rotation of a wheel.

15. The light weight electric vehicle of claim 1, which is
further characterized such that said foot pedals are movable
for controlling steering, throttle control and braking.

16. A light weight electric vehicle, which includes:

a seat;

aframe which is flexible and assuming a supportive arcuate

shape connected to said seat;

a rear axle connected to a rear of said frame;

a front cross member connected to a front of said frame;

at least one front wheel connected to said front cross mem-

ber;

at least one rear wheel connected to said rear axle; and

said front cross member includes a pair of foot pedals

which are operably connected to a power source and at
least one drive motor which is connected to at least one
of'said wheels, wherein actuation of said foot pedals in a
predetermined manner causes rotation of at least one of
said wheels and wherein said foot pedals are movable for
controlling steering, throttle control and braking.

17. The light weight electric vehicle of claim 16, which
includes a seat removably connected to a frame part of said
vehicle.

18. The light weight electric vehicle of claim 17, wherein
said seat is foldable.
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19. The light weight electric vehicle of claim 16, wherein
said vehicle includes a frame having a front frame section and
back frame section which are hingedly connected to permit
said frame to be folded and unfolded.

20. The light weight electric vehicle of claim 16, said
vehicle includes a frame having a front frame section and said
back frame section each include a pair of limbs which connect
to generally form a V-shape.

21. The light weight electric vehicle of claim 19, wherein
said front frame section and said back frame section each
include a pair of limbs which connect to generally form a
V-shape.

22. The light weight electric vehicle of claim 21, when said
vehicle is unfolded said frame is generally X-shaped.

23. The light weight electric vehicle of claim 16, wherein
said vehicle includes a frame which is arcurate.

24. The light weight electric vehicle of claim 21, wherein
said limbs are arcuate.

25. The light weight electric vehicle of claim 16, wherein
said vehicle includes a frame made of one of a composite
laminate material and tubular metal material.

26. The light weight electric vehicle of claim 21, wherein
said limbs are made of one of a composite laminate material
and tubular metal.

27. The light weight electric vehicle of claim 20, wherein
said vehicle includes a a pair of handles that can be used while
the vehicle is driven or while the vehicle is folded.

28. The light weight electric vehicle of claim 20, wherein
said vehicle includes a a parking brake handle that can be
accessed while the driver is sitting in said vehicle and while
said vehicle is folded.

29. The light weight electric vehicle of claim 16, wherein
said vehicle includes a a kickstand.

30. The light weight electric vehicle of claim 16, wherein
said drive motor independently drives rotation of a wheel.
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